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moral nature. The whole problem of education is to make
instruction educative in this sense. Character is given a much
broader analysis than formerly it had received, at least in
educational thought Inner freedom, the finding of external
expression in efficiency, benevolence, justice, and equity,
represent in a new form the well-being and well-doing of
Aristotle, and unite the individual and the social in terms of
educational aims. The permanent educational problem is how
to realize formulated and accepted aims, and to this Herbart
devoted his chief attention. With his followers, it is this
emphasis upon method that received almost exclusive atten-
tion. It is probable that the Herbartian influence of the
future, in our own country at least, will concern itself more
with the broader sociological implications of the theory of the
master than with this more restricted interpretation. In
respect to the subject-matter of instruction, the Herbartian
pedagogy contains another important sociological bearing, in
that the curriculum represents to the child the summary of
life in the past rather than merely so much material for the
whetting of wits. But as this view received further interpre-
tation in the culture epoch theory, in which the curriculum
represents the summary of past stages of culture rather than
an idealization and amplification of one's own, its sociological /
import is subordinated to its psychological significance.
It is with Frocbel that the full social significance of the
subject-matter of instruction, as the presentation to the child of
the simplified and idealized elements of his own life's environ-
ment, is fully grasped (see pp. 659-660). As an epitome of
5life, the curriculum becomes the initial point of all instruction.
This conception gives education a wholly new significance, and
that a social one. It is the working out of this conception
that forms the chief concern of education to-day. While it
was the psychological aspect of the problem that first received
chief recognition daring the present generation, it is Froebel's
pedagogical thought, as it is more fully appreciated, that has